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Imagine...

you are completing a doctors form with that offices pen.

Across from you, a man scratches his head and ears with a pen,

and a runny-nosed child sticks one in her mouth.

They return the pens for the next patients use.

Where was your pen last?
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any people in government buildings and

military bases share office products, and as a

result, writing instruments acquire bacteria and
other microorganisms on their surfaces. When people touch
a surface, they deposit thousands of microbes — 6,000
bacteria per square inch — and these harmful microbes
rapidly reproduce into many millions. To destroy these
microorganisms and stop reproduction, the key is a clean

surface.

Sparked by consumer demand
for cleaner surroundings —
from appliances to water
filtration — the need is great
for effective antimicrobials to
control mold, mildew, yeast,
and bacteria growth. Even
though we can avoid harmful
microorganisms with frequent
hand washing and sanitation,
that only removes that
bacteria; and the next object
you touch has other
microorganisms. Since we
continually expose ourselves
to unclean surfaces,
controlling bacteria, fungi,
and other microbes is a

daunting daily challenge.

The Javits-Wagner-O’Day (JWOD) Program collaborates
with federal customers to solve environmental challenges. A
recent solution is a new JWOD product: the SKILCRAFT®
EconoGard Ballpoint Pen (NSNs 7520-01-542-5941, -5943,
-5950, and -5953), an antimicrobial pen that is
manufactured in Greensboro, North Carolina by Industries
of the Blind, a JWOD-participating nonprofit agency.
Industries of the Blind partnered with a private company to
incorporate the latest in antimicrobial pen technology. The
patented compound technology uses silver, a familiar metal,
to continuously control microbe growth. When coupled with

other hygienic measures, this major line of defense against
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harmful microorganisms renders the microbe unable to

reproduce, grow, or function.

The JWOD Program leverages a national network to develop
and expand the array of solutions it provides to federal
customers, and in doing so, remains the nation’s largest
employer of individuals who are blind or have other severe
disabilities. In fact, the JWOD Program employs more than
46,000 Americans who are
blind or have other severe
disabilities nationwide on

federal contracts.

The JWOD Program and the
General Services
Administration value the
safety of all federal employees
and envision a safer, cleaner
work environment for
everyone. Using JWOD’s
SKILCRAFT® antimicrobial
pens helps meet this need.
The JWOD Program invites
you to try the new
SKILCRAFT® EconoGard
Ballpoint Pen, which is made
by Americans who are blind,
; cost-effective, comfortable
and reliable. By purchasing this pen you help people who are
blind achieve greater independence and lead more fulfilling

lives.

For more information about the JWOD Program, visit
www.jwod.gov or contact Stephanie Lesko at

slesko@jwod.gov.

Chris Alexander, of Industries for the Blind in Greensboro,
North Carolina, manually uses a Cap Press machine to press
the caps into the ends of SKILCRAFT® antimicrobial pens.
Due to the popularity of these pens, this [WOD-participating
nonprofit agency employs 14 people who are

blind on this project.
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